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A Mythical Equation

The region of the Indian sub-continent is recognised for its diverse cultural history, rich in manifestations of art and 

literature. While political events and power shifts over the centuries have challenged the continuity of certain traditions, 

present times still reflect a number of these vernacular practices, which have been evolving more contemporary idioms 

against all odds and adapting to newer mediums as well as forms of display. 

“There are many folk and tribal artists who have become recognised in their own right, standing alongside fine-art trained 

artists – a definite transformation from those who worked anonymously following ritual rhythms.”

 “A Mythical Equation” brings together a selection of these artists' works from all across India, celebrating local 

interpretations of the Epic Ramayana and showcasing the vibrant imagery and eloquent visual narrative that accompanies 

such storytelling. 

The artworks revolve around the intersection of the divine with the worldly, and the sacred with the secular – unique 

qualities of the Indian cultural landscape that open up myriad spaces of artistic experimentation. 

Tangerine Art deeply believes in conserving and supporting this artistic heritage and is committed to providing a platform 

for folk and tribal artists to showcase their work and build new audiences. 

The exhibition, illuminates the distinctive linear and formal qualities of Gond, Bastar, Mithila, Madhubani, Pichwai and other 

indigenous art forms representing both the simplicity and the intricacy of the art forms. 

Lina Vincent Sunish  

The following is the list of participating artists: 

  Amrita Das - Madhubani, Bihar 

  Anil  Vangad -  Warli art, Maharashtra 

 Geeta Bariya - Bhil, Madhya Pradesh 

  Ishwar Naik - Mandana, Karnataka

 Kalam Patua - Bengal Patua, West Bengal

 Kalyan Joshi - Phad painting Rajasthan 

 Kamta Bhil - Bhil, Madhya Pradesh

 Mahalaxmi - Madhubani, Bihar

 Mahesh Vishnoi - Pichhwai, Rajasthan

 Pranab Narayan Das - Patta Chitra, Odissa 

 Sanjay Chitara - Mata ni Pachhedi, Gujarat

 Shailesh Pandit - Clay & Ceramic art, Mumbai

 Suresh Baghmare - Gadhawa kam , Bastar 

 Venkat Raman Singh Shyam - Gond paintings, Madhya Pradesh

GALLERY HOURS:

12 Noon - 9 pm | Open all days

EXHIBITION DATES:

7th - 31st December, 2018

Taking forward an aesthetic language embedded in the very atmosphere of the Mithila region, artists like MahalaxmiKarn 

and Amrita Das infuse the tradition with a freshness of perspective and personalised interpretations. Mithila painting, with 

its central hub located around the town of Madhubani, was earlier done on wall surfaces, temporarily symbolising a ritual 

event like a birth, marriage or festival. In the 1960s, artists from the region were given paper to make their art after a 

natural disaster forced different methods of income generation. The bold linear forms, stylised spatial treatment and 

evocative colouring made it popular and gave many artists a chance to be recognised individually – including Ganga Devi, 

Baua Devi, Sita Devi and others. Mythological characters, oral histories and folklore, the lyrical water-filled landscape and 

even women's rights are subject matter for the contemporary Mithila painters.  

Amrita Das & 
Mahalaxmi 
Madhubani, Mithila paintings, Bihar
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AMRITA DAS
Vijayadashmimela Series | 11.5" X 8" | Acrylic Colour on Canson Paper | Rs 12,000 Each

AMRITA DAS
Bali 's Last Moment | 12" X 12" | Acrylic Colour on Canson Paper  | Rs 12,000
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 MAHALAXMI
11.5" X 8" | Acrylic Colour on Canson Paper | Rs 12,000 Each

 MAHALAXMI
11.5" X 8" | Acrylic Colour on Canson Paper | Rs 12,000 Each

Kohbar | 22"x15"

Acrylic on paper | Rs. 25,000

Naina Jogin | 15"x22"

Acrylic on paper | Rs. 25,000
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In the heart of Maharashtra,  Adivasi tribes have long shared a harmonious relationship with their environment, using it as 

inspiration and resource to create art and follow life rituals. While changes in the landscape are a part of industrial and 

technological growth, the art of  Warli has evolved with the changes, from painting on mud walls with rice powder to 

signing their names with acrylic on paper and canvas, and innovatively responding to contemporary subjects.  Anil  Vangad 

is a third generation Warli artist, using dynamic configurations of line and space to express both traditional and new 

themes.

Anil Vangad
Warli Paintings, Maharashtra

ANIL VANGAD
Treated Cow Dung & White Poster Color On Cloth

Chouk

13" X 22.5"  | Rs 7,000

Village 

20" X 9"  | Rs 6,000

Sri Krishna

13" X 22.5"  | Rs 7,000

Belavat Kanya

20" X 9"  | Rs 6,000

Dhartee Ma

18" X 10"  | Rs 5,000
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ANIL VANGAD
Treated Cow Dung & White Poster Color on Cloth

Village 1

19" x 5.5"  | Rs 5,000

Village | 13" x 10.5" | Rs 6,500 Govree Dance | 9" x 9.5" | Rs 5,000

Ant Hill | 21" X 38" | Rs 5,000

Tree of Life

19" x 5.5"  | Rs 5,000

Khetee

19" x 5.5"  | Rs 6,000

Village 2

19" x 5.5"  | Rs 6,000

The colourful paintings of the Bheels reflect their roots in rich cultural customs, community worship, and oral histories. 

The Bheels belong to the largest tribal aggregation in South Asia. The art form is followed variedly in Indian states of 

Gujarat and Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and neighbouring areas. The artists create dynamic 

narratives across the painted surface, rephrasing mythologies and using repetitive forms, dots, lines and motifs that 

mesmerise a viewer, showcasing an organic relationship with aboriginal Australian art. Episodes from the epic Ramayana 

are depicted with sweetness and candor, reliving the artists' spontaneity in responding to a subject of complexity. 

Geeta Bariya & 
Kamta Bhil
 Bhil Paintings, Madhya Pradesh 
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GEETA BARIYA
Bali Sugriva Vadh | 15” x 15” | Acrylic on Canvas | Rs 10,000 Each

GEETA BARIYA
Bali Sugriva Vadh | 15” x 15” | Acrylic on Canvas | Rs 10,000 Each 
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KAMTA BHIL
Bali Sugriva Katha   | 15” x 15” | Acrylic on Canvas | Rs 10,000 Each 

Chittara painting is regarded to be a very significant aspect of the lifestyle of the Deevaru people, a small backward 

community in Malnad region. The traditional practice of women from the community drawing intricate paintings or 

"rangoli" on the walls of houses plastered with red mud grew into the art of Chittara painting. These paintings are 

commonly found in Shimoga, Sagar, Soraba, Hosanagar, Teerthahalli, Sirsi, Siddapur and Yellapur areas. The lines in these 

works symbolise life & birds, people, coconut trees, animals & flowers find a place in the Chittara designs which are drawn 

to celebrate every joyous & religious occasion like weddings, child-birth, harvest, sowing seeds. Eshwar Naik from 

Talguppa in Shimoga district's Sagar taluk has been practising and teaching this art form with great fervour & enthusiasm.

Ishwar Naik
Chittara Art, Karnataka
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ISHWAR NAIK 
Bali Sugriva Katha   | 15” x 15” | Acrylic on Canvas | Rs 10,000 

MOTHER & CHILD

12" X 12"  | RS 10,000

MOTHER & CHILD

12" X 12"  | RS 10,000

MOTHER & CHILD

12" X 12"  | RS 10,000

RITUAL DRAWING FOR GOOD LUCK, 

HEALTH & PROSPERITY

12" X 12"  | RS 10,000

Kalyan Joshi comes from an ancestral practice of devotional painting on cloth, called Phad, in the Rajasthan region. The 

sacred art form is more than 700 years old, part of a performative tradition that combines song, dance and narration of 

folklore and mythology with the paintings as a focus. The Phad paintings are carried from village to village as scrolls, and 

stories of the Ramayana, Hanuman Chalisa and local deities such and Pabuji and Devnarayan are told. Bold linear elements, 

sophisticated colour palettes made in natural hues, and aesthetically balanced spatial arrangements of figures and 

landscape highlight the work of many of these artists.

Kalyan Joshi 
Phad Paintings, Rajasthan
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KALYAN JOSHI  
Indian Animal in Jungle Series | 5" x 4" | Pen & ink on silk cloth | Rs. 12,000 for set of 4

KALYAN JOSHI  
Small Indian Animal Series | 5" x 4" | Pen & ink on silk cloth | Rs. 12,000 for set of 4 
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KALYAN JOSHI  
Phad Paintings

KALYAN JOSHI  
Phad Paintings 

Welcome |13" x 16"

Painted on cloth | Rs. 12,000 

Vishnu Stuti | 9.5" x 13.5"

Painted on cloth | Rs. 20,000 

Ganesh Vandana | 9.5" x 13.5"

Painted on Cloth | Rs. 20,000 

Samudra Manthan | 9.5" x 13.5"

Painted on cloth | Rs. 20,000 

Saptashloki Durga | 9.5" x 13.5"

Painted on cloth | Rs. 20,000 

Vishnu's Dashavatar - Matsya Avatar, 

Kashyap Avatar, Varaaha Avatar, 

Narasimha Avatar, Vaamana Avatar, 

Parashurama Avatar, Shree Rama Avatar, 

Shree Krishna Avatar, Buddha Avatar, Kalki Avatar

9.5" x 13.5" | Painted on cloth | Rs. 20,000 

Ashatalakshm, Gaja Lakshmi, Santaan Lakshmi, Dhairya Lakshmi,  Vijayalakshmi, Dhaanya Lakshmi, 

Vidya Lakshmi, Aadi Lakshmi, Dhan Lakshmi in a Lotus pond | 10" x 20" | Red & gold color on paper | Rs. 20,000 

Ashtavinayak | 20" x 10"

Natural Color (Pigment) on Paper

Rs. 20,000 

Ganpathi seated with Riddhi Siddhi

13" x 16" | Natural Color on Canvas

Rs. 12,000 

Entertainment Collage |13" x 16"

Painted on cloth | Rs. 12,000 
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Pichhwai paintings are a popular sub-style of the Nathdwara tradition, made famous by the school of miniature painters 

from the Mewar region in Rajasthan. Pichhwais are cloth paintings usually hung behind the image or form of the deity, 

Srinathji. Mahesh Bishnoi is a master in the Pichhwai style, creating evocative compositions with child Lord Krishna as the 

central motif. Intricately designed borders, rich foliage and landscape, and harmonious symmetry are markers of these 

paintings, which are sometimes adorned with gems. This ancestral, sacred painting style is deeply embedded in the cultural 

life of the region, representing an evolving legacy in contemporary times.    

Mahesh Vishnoi 
Pichhwai, Rajasthan

MAHESH VISHNOI

 

Gayon Ka Samuh (Green)

Natural Color on Cloth

19.5" x 14.5" | Rs. 15,000  

Gayon Ka Samuh (White)

Natural Color on Cloth

19" x 13" | Rs. 15,000  

Shiv Tandav

Water Color on Paper

16" x 11.5" | Rs. 15,000  

Gayon Ka Samuh (Red)

Natural Color on Cloth

19.5" x 14.5" | Rs. 15,000  

Gayon Ka Samuh (Blue)

Natural Color on Cloth

19.5" x 14.5" | Rs. 15,000  
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ISHWAR NAIK 
Bali Sugriva Katha   | 15” x 15” | Acrylic on Canvas | Rs 10,000 

Pattachitra is a component of an ancient bengali narrative art & a traditional, cloth-based scroll painting from the states of 

odisha and west bengal. It is known for its intricate details as well as mythological narratives, religious stories, social themes 

and folktales inscribed, originally serving as a visual device during the performance of a song, with an excellent play of 

colour. The bengal patachitra is divided into some different aspects like durga pat, chalchitra, tribal patachitra, medinipur 

patachitra, kalighat patachitra and etc. The kalighat patachitra, the last tradition of Bengal patachitra is developed by jamini 

roy. Pranab narayan das, from odissa, learnt this style of painting from his guru late Shri Arjun Moharana & has been 

practising it for over 30 years. 

Pranab Narayan Das  
Pattachitra, Odissa

SandhyaAarti

Natural Color on Cloth

16" x 13" | Rs. 15,000  

Kamal Talab

Water Color on Cloth

18" x 12.5" | Rs. 15,000  

Gopa Ashtmi

Natural Color on Cloth

31.5" x 19.5" | Rs. 15,000  

Gopa Ashtmi

Natural Color on Cloth

31.5" x 19.5" | Rs. 25,000  

Sharad PoornimaUtsav

Natural Color on Cloth

31.5" x 19.5" | Rs. 25,000  
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PRANAB NARAYAN DAS 
Natural colours on handmade canvas

Articulating and expressing through the 3D form, Suresh Waghmare is a master sculptor from Bastar, Chattisgarh.  

Working with the Gadwa kam lost-wax process of casting metal, he is one of the artists in the region who has honed a fine 

style in producing figures of locally revered god and goddesses, using brass, bronze and bell metal. Waghmare has adopted 

the technique to create art in contemporary contexts, while also referring to various other culturally rich histories and 

mythologies.

Traditional Bastar sculptural techniques date back to the famous Dancing Girl of Mohenjo Daro. The Gadwa kam “lost 

wax' process is an intricate form of casting in which the base clay model has a layer of wax over it on which the intricate 

surface carving is done; later another layer of clay is made to harden over it. When a fire is lit under, the wax melts away, and 

into this hollow, the brass and bronze molten metals are poured that become fine sculptures. Suresh Waghmare is a master 

of Gadwa kam.

Suresh Baghmare 
Gadhawakam, Bastar  

14" x 8" | Rs. 15,000  8" x 14" | Rs. 15,000  

8" x 14" | Rs. 15,000  8" x 14" | Rs. 15,000  
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SURESH BAGHMARE 
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SANJAY CHITARA  
Vegetable Dye on Cloth 

A contemporary practitioner in a sacred painting tradition that has thrived more than a century, Sanjay Chitara is a master 

of the Mata-ni-pachedi or 'Cloth of Mother Goddess' from the Gujarat region. Certain communities were disallowed in 

temples due to earlier caste restrictions, and so they depicted the goddess in paints on cloth screens to be displayed on the 

wall in their shrines during ceremonies. The paintings are produced with natural colours and are historically connected 

with the Kalamkari tradition of Southern India. Chitara makes complex cosmological charts, intuitively arranging the 

Goddess and her worshippers with iconic motifs and patterns radiating spiritual energy. 

Sanjay Chitara  
Mata-ni-Pachedi, Rajasthan

44" x 31" | Rs 45,000

26" x 58" | Rs 45,000 
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Shailesh Pandit 
Ceramic Studio Pottery 

Shailesh B Pandit specializes in ceramic studio pottery, sculpture and ceramic installation. His grandfather was a traditional 

potter and his father Padmashree B.R. Pandit is a studio potter. Studying, understanding& applying the chemistry of glazes 

in ceramics & working under Ray meeker and Deborah Smith in Pondicherry helped him develop a traditional style passed 

on to him by his family into a contemporary art form. 

Shailesh Pandit  
Clay potter, Mumbai
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VENKAT RAMAN SINGH SHYAM 
Vegetable Dye on Cloth | Rs 45,000

The Gondwana region is in the heart of the Indian subcontinent – the term from which the prehistoric 'Gondwanaland' 

was derived. The tribal art form of the Gondi people reveals an aesthetic language gleaned from a profound relationship 

the natural world – with organic dots, lines, swirls, and vibrant colours that envelope the environment and all its spirits. 

Coming from a tradition of performative folklore, the Gond artist community from Madhya Pradesh has forged a unique 

visual identity, adopting various mythologies and histories as subject matter while producing newer iterations of nature 

themes. Venkat Raman Singh Shyam, nephew of Jhangarh Singh Shyam (an illustrious artist who lost his life at a young age) 

practices the art with zest, playing with line, colour and pattern as he experiments with newer mediums.

Venkat Raman 
Singh Shyam  
Gond paintings, Madhya Pradesh 
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For more information, please call +91 98862 18518
tangerineartspace@gmail.com
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